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UD ENVIRONMENTAL LAW SEMINAR ADDS ONLINE
DISCUSSION ON ISSUES, QUESTIONS OF ANIMAL RIGHTS
DAYTON, Ohio- "A question I always like to ask before I dip my fork and knife into
a charbroiled filet of beef or venison is whether or not I would have the moxie to actually kill the
animal. ... I also question the necessity of eating meat," acknowledges a University of Dayton
student to classmates during an online debate on animal rights.
Another replies, "I eat meat. I accept the argument that eating meat is not necessary to
survive ... (but) I do enjoy it."
Everyone, to a degree, has an opinion on animal rights, says Blake Watson, an associate
professor of law in UD's School of Law. For the first time, students in his annual environmental
law seminar have been given an arena to air those opinions via an e-mail discussion list.
It's an example of how technology is transforming the way some courses are now being
taught on college campuses. E-mail discussion lists provide a forum for students and professors
to interact outside of class.
Whether they see animals as chattel or sustenance, or support such organizations as the
Humane Society or PETA, or even if they feel it's appropriate to engage in unlawful acts in the
name of animal rights, as some activists do, these students now have a forum "in which to
speak their minds," explains Watson, a former environmental attorney with the U.S. Justice
Department. "It's an issue they seem to be passionate about."
Watson says the seminar's main focus, which changes yearly, is federal laws that
regulate wildlife. But the seminar goes beyond statutes and regulations.
Watson's 17 students- and other law school students and faculty whom he invited discuss online a variety of philosophical, moral, ethical, religious and legal issues on animal
rights. Topics have included whether some animals, particularly the great apes, have souls; if
I

animals should be given constitutional rights; the "humaneness" of zoos and other animal
exhibitions; the ethics of animal research; and the choice behind being a carnivore.
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As illustrated in the above e-mail excerpts, students bring divergent schools of thought
to the forum. First-year law student Pat Gillespie and Arwen Masteller, a third-year student,
exemplify that dichotomy.
Gillespie is a proud meat eater (she's the wife of a cattle rancher from Houston, Texas)
who would like to see laws enacted to sterilize family pets to prevent over-breeding. Masteller,
a firmly established vegetarian, is concerned about animals placed in cages, primarily those who
end up in zoos.
Salivate over a seared T-bone? Prefer an asparagus casserole instead? See a leather belt
as an accessory for shoes? Or as tanned flesh? Fill with "oohs and aahs" at the sight of the
zoo's baby gorilla? Or do you want to fund its trip back to Africa? Whatever their response,
students seem to have a consensus: The e-mail discussions are cathartic and edifying.
"A lot of shtdents are trying to figure out how and why we feel the way we do about
animal rights," says Masteller. "This gives us an opportunity to explore these feelings that we
might not otherwise be able to. My other law classes are pretty much cut and dried, but not this
one."
Gillespie, who participates almost daily in the e-mail discussions, agrees. "It's
wonderful to see the different points of view. I'm an older student, and I love to see the passion
and idealism of some of my fellow students. And maybe with my experience, they, too, can see
a different perspective."
While most of Watson's students are opting to write their required papers on the
wildlife acts themselves, a handful are choosing topics that strike a passion with them in the
animal rights arena.
Keith Forman, a second-year law student from Cincinnati, plans to do his paper on
animal cruelty. "It's our responsibility and privilege to take care of the environment, which
includes animals. We hold dominion and simply need to treat them better."
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For media interviews, contact Blake Watson at (937) 229-2621 or via e-mail at
watson@udayton.edu; Pat Gillespie at (937) 285-8953; Arwen Masteller at (937) 259-0672;
and Keith Forman at (513) 741-1912.
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